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➔
Founded by John H

arvard
➔

In 1636, the “G
reat and G

eneral C
ourt of the 

G
overnor and C

om
pany of the M

assachusetts 
Bay in N

ew
 E

ngland” approved a donation of 
£40

0
 to establish H

arvard as the first scholarly 
college in the A

m
erican colonies

➔
The college w

as nam
ed “H

arvard” w
hen John 

H
arvard w

illed his library (of 40
0

+ books), half 
of his estate, and about £779

➔
The college w

as founded in anticipation of the 
need for a w

ay to train the clergy for the 
com

m
onw

ealth
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➔
Founded by the tow

n of Boston in 1635.
➔

E
stablishm

ent of the school w
as heavily 

influenced by R
everend John C

otton, w
ho 

created it to copy a Latin school in E
ngland.

➔
C

urriculum
 w

as centered around hum
anities, 

specifically G
reek ideals.

➔
First classes w

ere held in Philem
on Porm

ort’s 
hom

e, w
ho w

as the m
aster of the school.

➔
Five signers of the D

eclaration of Independence 
attended the school (Sam

uel A
dam

s, John 
H

ancock, R
obert Treat Paine, and W

illiam
 

H
ooper; Ben Franklin w

as a dropout).
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➔
R

eligion:
◆

H
arvard’s early m

otto, “V
eritas C

hristo et E
cclesiae”, 

translated to “Truth for C
hrist and the C

hurch”, show
s 

the im
portance of religion at the tim

e. A
bout half of 

H
arvard’s early graduates becam

e m
inisters. 

➔
Politics/ Econom

ics:
◆

H
arvard had a slow

 start to begin w
ith, and 

generally only boys w
ith w

ealthy parents w
ere able 

to attend, how
ever nothing suggests that acceptance 

w
as restrictive to this group only. A

s som
e life 

advantages (ie. schools, apprenticeships) w
ere solely 

available to boys w
ith influential or im

portant fathers, 
H

arvard w
as m

uch m
ore open. This leveled the 

playing field, and allow
ed m

en from
 low

er-class 
fam

ilies to rise up in social class.

➔
Society:
◆

A
s H

arvard w
as an all-m

ale school, a m
ale-centric 

society can be predicted. 
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➔
R

eligion/ Politics:
◆

Latin schools w
ere designed to help som

e people 
prepare to be C

hurch officials or political leaders, 
show

ing they valued education for their leaders. For 
a little bit, adm

ission to the school w
as decided by 

reading verses from
 the Bible.

➔
Econom

ics:
◆

Boys from
 various socioeconom

ic backgrounds 
attended, m

eaning that they w
anted everyone, 

despite their class, to attend.

➔
Society:
◆

It w
as an all-m

ale school, so that show
s how

 there 
w

as gender-equality as they did not see w
om

en fit to 
be educated or lead them

. It w
as also created to be 

like a Latin school in E
ngland, show

ing they w
anted 

to bring the culture to the N
ew

 W
orld
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